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MAINS EXAMINATION  

 

•    The mains Examination is intended to assess the overall intellectual traits and depth of understanding 

of candidates, rather than merely the range of their information and memory.   

•    The nature and standard of questions in the General Studies papers will be such that a well-educated 

person will be able to answer them without any specialized study.   

•    The questions will test a candidate's general awareness of a variety of subjects, which has relevance 

for a career in Civil Services.   

•    The candidates must give relevant, meaningful and sufficient answers, considering the marks and 

word limit. 

•    Mains examination will not have any negative marks. 

 

The Mains examination will consist of 2 Papers. 

Paper-A General Studies  
¶ 8 Questions carrying 12.5 marks each to be answered in not more than 150 words.  

¶  Marks : 100  |  Duration : 90 min. 
 

               Paper-B Optional Subject 

¶ Candidates have to choose one among three  subjects 

 (Geography, History, Science and Technology,) as their optional subject 

¶ 7 short answer questions carrying 10  marks each  to be answered in not more than 150 words 

¶ 2  long answer questions carrying  15  marks each  to be answered in not more than 250 words 

¶ Marks : 100  | Duration : 90 min. 

Total |  100 + 100 = 200  Marks 

 

SYLLABUS  

CATEGORY1  
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Paper 1 . General Studies 
¶ History 

National Leaders ->  

Mahatma Gandhi,  Jawaharlal Nehru , Dr. B  R Ambedkar , Sardar Vallabhai Patel, Sarojini Naidu, 

Rani of Jhansi 

¶ Geography 

Habitat 

Environmental Pollution 

Himalayan and Peninsular rivers 

¶ Science and Technology 

Organ and Organ systems 

Bacterial and Viral diseases 

ISRO and its recent achievements 

¶ Social Issues 

Problems faced by Indian women 

Poverty in India  and  measures to alleviate poverty 

Bribery and Corruption 

¶ Current Affairs 

Important issues happened  between  June 2018 to  December 

2018  

PAPER 2 OPTIONAL SUBJECT 
Candidates have to choose ONE  among  Three subjects 

1. Geography  

Syllabus 

¶ Interior of the Earth 

¶ Plate tectonics theory  

¶ Composition of Atmosphere 

¶ Natural resources and sustainable development 

¶ Soil - Formation  / Degradation /  Conservation  

¶ Physical Features of India 

- Major Physiographical division 

- The Himalayan Mountains 

-The Northern Plains 

-The Peninsular plateau 

-The Indian desert 

- Coastal Plain 

¶ Human impact on geographical features  

o Climate change ,  Ocean acidification, Water depletion, Deforestation  Desertification 
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2.  Science & Technology  

Syllabus 

¶ Applications of Science and Technology in Daily life 

¶ Food chain 

¶ Renewable and Non-Renewable Source of energy 

¶ Water Conservation methods 

¶ Greenhouse gases  

¶ Ozone layer depletion 

¶ Mobile technology (2G /3G/4G/5G) 

¶ Computer and its parts 

¶ Cyber Crimes 

- Types of Attacks ( Phishing/ Spoofing / E-mail Bombing etc) 

¶ Bacterial diseases  affecting human body  

¶ Phenomenon of Light  

¶ Lens and mirrors 

¶ Indian Space Research Organization – recent achievements 

¶ Achievements of Indians in science & technology 

- CV Raman 

- Homi J Bhabha  

- Vikram Sarabhai 

-Satyendra Nath Bose 

3. History 

Syllabus 

¶ Indus Valley Civilization 

o Origin  

o Evolution 

o Culture  

o  Disintegration  

¶ British Conquest of India  

¶ Revolt of 1857 

¶ Leaders of Freedom  struggle 

o Jawaharlal Nehru 

o Sardar Vallabhai Patel 

¶ Rise and growth of Indian National Congress 

¶ Renaissance Movement 

o Brahmo Samaj 

o Arya Samaj 

o Aligarh Movement 

¶ Home Rule League  

¶ Indian Freedom Struggle Under Gandhi  

o Dandi march 

o Non- cooperation Movement  

o Quit India movement 
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